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FOR THE GOSPEL ADVOCATE. 


EXTRACTS FROM MOSHEIM. : 


Tue testimony to the antiquity and functions of the Episcopal 
character, and to the discipline of the primitive Church, contained 
in the following extracts, we think somewhat remarkable, and so 
much the more weighty, as it comes froma Presbyterian writer, 
whose prepossessions would have inclined him the other way. 
Perhaps the attentive reader may discover in these extracts some 
inconsistencies. Indeed, some of these appear so glaring, that it 
is difficult to resist the suspicion, that they were designed: the 
writer intending to give the reader the means of knowing the 
truth, and, at the same time, avoid too expressly condemning the 
order of his own Church. We leave the reader to detect the in- 
consistences adverted to, as also to discern between our author's 
conclusive reasoning and his unsupported assertions. 

** In support of this opinion, [that Episcopacy was established 
during the life time of the apostles, and with their approbation,| we 
are supplied with an argument of much strength in those ‘ angels,’ 
to whom St. John addressed the epistles, which, by the command 
of our Saviour himself, he sent to the seven Churches of Asia, 
(Rev. ii. 3.) as the Presbyterians, as they are termed, let them 
jabour and strive what they may, will never be able to overcome. 
It must be evident to every one, even ona cursory perusal of the 
epistles to which we refer, that those who are therein termed  an- 
zels,’ were persons possessing such a degree of authority in their 
respective Churches, as enabled them to mark with merited dis- 
grace, whatever might appear to be deserving of reprehension, and ° 
also to give due countenance and encouragement to every thing 
that was virtuous and commendable. But even supposing we. 
were to waive the advantage that is to be derived from this argu- 
ment, in establishing the antiquity of the Episcopal character, it 
appears to me, that the bare consideration alone of the state of 
the Church in its infancy, must be sufficient to convince any ra- 
tional, unprejudiced person, that the order of Bishops could not 
have originated at a period considerably more recent than that 
which gave birth to Christianity itself. For it is impossible for 

any one who is acquainted with what human nature is, and knows 
how things were circumstanced in the first ages, to believe that a 
proper harmony could be maintained among the presbyters, or 
that the assemblies of the Church could be convened and regu- 
lated, or any factions or disturbances that might arise among the 
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people be repressed and composed, or that many otber things which 
might be enumerated, would be accomplished with any degree of 
promptitude, regularity, and ease, without some one being ap- 
pointed to act in the capacity of moderator or president.”°—Mos- 
heim’s Commentaries on the Three First Centuries, Vidul’s Transla- 
tion, pp. 227, 228 note. 

** As the early Churches are well known to have taken al} their 
institutions and regulations from the model exhibited to them by 
the Church of Jerusalem, it appears to me, that scarcely a doubt 
can be entertained of their having been also indebted to this last 
mentioned venerable assembly for the example of appointing 
some one man to preside over the presbyters, and general inter- 
ests of each individual Church, and that the first instance of any 
one’s being invested with the Episcopal office, occurred in that 
city.” —IJbid. pp. 229, 230 note. 

‘It is certain, however, that it would be forming a very erro- 
neous judgement, were we to estimate the power, the revenue, 
the privileges, and rights of the first Bishops, from the rank, afflu- 
ence, and authority attached to the Episcopal character in the 
present day. A primitive Bishop was, as it should seem, none 
other than the chief or principal minister of an individual Church, 
which, at the period of which we are speaking, was seldom se 
numerous, but that it could be assembled under one roof.”—lJbid. 
pp- 232, 233. 

“If | may give myself credit for any discernment at all, I am 
sure I plainly discern this, that the vast multitude of persons con- 
verted by the apostles to Christianity, at Jerusalem, must have 
been distributed into several companies or classes, and that each 
company or class had its own proper presbyters and ministers, as 
also its separate place of meeting, for the purposes of religious 
worship. For, let any one who may find a difficulty in believing 
this, figure to himself a Church, composed of eight or ten thou- 
sand persons, and then reflect, whether such a multitude of people 
could possibly have assembled together in one place, with any de- 
gree of convenience or advantage to themselves; to say nothing of 
the very imminent danger to which they would necessarily, on such 
occasions, have been exposed, in a city teeming with hostility to the 
disciples of Christ, ana in which any meeting together whatever of 
the Christians was severely denounced. Could it have been possible, 
let him ask himself, for them to have joined in the celebration of 
the Lord’s supper, and the feast of love connected with it, 
with any sort of order or convenience ? The more he shall 
reflect on this, the more apparent must, in my opinion, the im- 
possibility of the thing become to him. Now, if it be granted 
that the Church at Jerusalem must of necessity have been classed 
or divided into several minor assemblies, it follows of course, that 
over each of these assemblies there must have presided certain 
persons in the character of presbyters, in order to regulate the 
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concerns of the meeting, and see that all things were conducted 
with propriety and prudence. For a flock without shepherds is 
sure to wander out of the way, and take the very road which 
leads to the ruin of its own interests and welfare. ‘These things, 
then, being admitted, it appears to me, that, divesting the subject 
of such particulars as may evidently be referred to the wisdom or 
the cupidity of much more recent times, the origin of what we 
term parishes may, with every sort of probability, be deduced from 
the arrangement and distribution of the primitive and parent 
Charch at Jerusalem.”—Ibid. p. 199, note. 

** The sentiments which I have thus been led to entertain, res- 
pecting the partition or distribution of the Church at Jerusalem, 
occasions me to regard what St. Luke says. (Acts xv.) of the as- 
sembly, or, to use a more familiar term, the council of that 
Church, convened in order to decide on the controversy that had 
arisen at Antioch, in a light somewhat different from that in which 
it is commonly viewed. If merely the words of the divine hisfo- 
rian are to be taken into the account, we must indeed unavoidably 
conclude, as every commentator whom | have had the opportunity 
hitherto of consulting, has done, namely, that the whole multitude 
of Christians who dwelt at Jerusalem, met together, and discuss- 
ed the question proposed by the deputies of the Church at Antioch. 
But if we bring this conclusion to the test of reason, the thing ap- 
pears at once to be utterly incredible. For what house could 
there possibly have been at Jerusalem, capable of containing such 
an immense number of persons? or, how could such a multitude 
have assembled in one place, in a city swarming with enemies and 
informers, but under the greatest degree of dread, and at the ut- 
most peril of their lives, and every thing that they might possess ? 
I can, therefore, scarcely permit myself to doubt, that this assem- 
bly or council consisted merely of the apostles and presbyters, and 
a certain number of select persons, to whom the Church had de- 
legated its powerand authority, and that by ‘oAnyv t7v'exzAnoiar, 
the whole Church, which St. Luke states, at verse 22, to have 
assented to the proposal of St. James, we ought to’ understand 
merely a certain part of it, which had been invested with the 
power and authority of determining the proposed question.””— 
Ibid. p. 201, note. 

** A council, properly speaking, meant an assembly of several 
associated Churches, [or parishes, such as in the last extract the 
Church of Jerusalem is supposed to have consisted of] or a congrega- 
tion of delegates representing a number of Churches, so united, in 
which the common welfare of the whole is made the subject mat- 
_ ter of consultation ; and such things are resolved on and enacted, 

as may appear to the members constituting such an assembly, or 
to the major part of them, eligible, and fraught with a promise of 
conducing to the general good.’’—ZJbid. pp. 267, 268, note. 
“With them, [the people,] resided the power of enacting laws, 
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as also of adopting or rejecting whatever might be proposed in 
the general assemblies, and of expelling, and again receiving into 
communion, any depraved or unworthy members.—Jbid. p. 241. 

‘** But Diotrephes, it seems, spurned at the recommendations of 
St. John, and not only forbade these good aad useful men from be- 
ing maintained out of the publick fund, or at the expense of 
the Church, but also went to the length of excommunicating those 
who had been induced to yield them some occasional private as- 
sistance. It will scarcely, then, I had almost said, it cannot, be de- 
nied me to infer from the above, that Diotrephes must have been 
the Bishop of this Church —/bid. p. 300. 





CHRISTMAS SERMON. 

* Ask now of the days that are past, which were before thee, since the day 
that God created man upon the earth, and ask from the one side of heaven unto 
the other, whether there hath been any such thing as this great thing is, o1 
hath been heard like it ?’—Dervr. chap. iv. v. 32. 

Tae event which has induced us to meet in this Christian tem- 
ple, and which now calls forth our prayers, our thanksgivings, 
and our songs of praise, is the most sublime, and is of infinite im- 
portance to the temporal and eternal interest of mankind. ‘The 
circumstances connected with the birth of our Saviour, are all 
so extraordinary, that we can imagine nothing more stupendous 
or glorious. If we peruse the bright displays of divine majesty, 
exhibited in the book of revelation, if we examine al) the vol- 
umes of historick record, if we knew the various incidents of the 
world from the moment of its creation, to the present hour ; if 
the tongue of an angel should reveal to us all the dispensations 
of the Almighty relative to seraphs and to men, we should find 
nothing to bear any comparison for wonder and interest, with the 
event that we now celebrate. It is the grandest that has ever 
occurred in the annals of time. The cheracter of the child Je- 
sus, the manner of his advent, the object of his visit, and its effects 
upon the whole human race, in time and eternity, are all over- 
whelming to our conceptions. We cannot find language better 
suited to express our astonishment on this occasion, than that of 
the interrogatory in our text: “ Ask now of the days that are 
past, which were before thee, since the day that God created 
man the earth, and ask from the one side of heaven unto 
the other, whether there hath been any such thing as this great 
thing is, or hath been heard like it ?” 

It is deeply to be regretted, that the scenes now recalled to 
us, notwithstanding their sublimity, awaken, generally, very little 
emotion. We may account for this, in part, from the mind’s ear- 
by and long familiarity with them, and from the worldly occupa- 
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tions and diversions, that engross publick attention and interest. 
But such apathy more commonly arises from a superficial knowl, 
edge of the momentous nature of our subject, from a criminal re- 
luctance to survey its wonders, and from a depravity of heart, 
that loves to indulge its sins, or rely on its own righteousness, ra- 
ther than admit the need or existence of 2 Redeemer; or express 
any gratitude for the giftof redemption. Let the grandeur of the 
Messiah’s birth be once fully examined and understood, and the 
mind will be lost in admiration of it, and the affections will be 
entirely absorbed in it. Nothing, then, can be more beneficial, 
than to enlighten the understanding, correct the temper, and a- 
waken the feelings, on this all important subject. Here ignorance 
and indifference become unpardonable offences. If man will not 
now listen and adore, the last trampet of the archangel would 
scarcely move him. ‘The most magnificent scene is bursting on 
our vision. ‘The most astonishing tigings are saluting our ears. 
A miracle, unparalleled in earth or heaven, is just performed. 
‘The brightest glory irradiates the universe. The attributes of 
Deity are unitedly exerted for the salvation of our race. The 
night of darkness is past, and the Sun of righteousness has risen 
on the world. 

Indifference on this subject, however, is very far from being 
universal, Multitudes to whom it is proposed, even for the first 
time, receive it with a glistening eye, a throbbing heart, and a 
rapture surprising to the messenger of such news. ‘The abandon- 
ed sinner, touched with a conviction of his guilt, and with bitter 
contrition, feels, on hearing of this birth at Bethlehem, as if trans- 
lated from the abyss of blackness and torment to the regions of 
brighiness and joy. Many a saint, mingling in the active employ- 
ments of life, and placed amidst affluence and ease, finds his ¢hief 
source of religious comfort in the topick of our present contem- 
plation. In various obscure and miserable huts, where the hard 
hand of poverty has denied the suffering tenants the comforts of 
health and friends, and and has dispensed the most scanty fare, 
and wretched garments, contentment, and hope, and peace, and 
joy, are to be found, as the opened Bible, perhaps the only trea- 
sure of these families, discloses to their delighted eyes, the cheer- 
ing declaration, “ to Ke is born this day a Saviour.” .Many a 
mother feels a transport-as she assembles her children around 
her, and tells of the Saviour that is to ripen them for a better 
world, and there to give them life eternal, and an inseparable union 
with their friends, Numberless sick and dying persons, amidst 
all the pangs of disease, and the departure of all the joys of 
this world, are singing the hymn of victory over death, and ex- 
ulting that the promised child is born. You too are not indifferent 
to these truths. I read in the extent of this assembly, and in their 
interested countenances, a deep sense of the sublime transaction 
that has now occurred in Judea, and which is animating your hearts 
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with the most fervent thanksgiving. Norare we alone in this ex. 
ercise of rapturous devotion. The greater part of Christendom 
are directing their views to the cradie of the Messiah, and 
are joining with us in sending up a shout of ecstatic praise to the 
supreme Jehovah. Angels and immortal spirits are bending from 
their thrones to enjoy the triumphs of the Redeemer’s birth. 
Many of the heavenly host, who now witness our services, were 
once engaged like us ; for since the era of the son of God, this 
anniversary has been consecrated by the adoration of apostles, 
and martyrs, and saints, and persons of all ages and nations that 
cannot be numbered for multitude. Ask now of the days that 
are past, which were before thee, since the day that God created 
man upon the earth, and ask from the one side of heaven unto the 
other, whether there hath been any such thing as this great thing 
is, or what has been heard like it. 

One of the distinguishing circumstances of the nativity of Christ 
is his illustrious character. Correct knowledge on this point is 
necessary, to enable us to estimate the immensity of the Chris- 
tian dispensation, establish a firm foundation for our hopes, and 
graduate justly the extent of our obligations, and the intensity of 
our gratitude. ‘I’o human appearance, Jesus seems to be merely 
an innocent and helpless child, and subject to all the infirmities of 
our nature. He is wrapped in infantile habiliments, and now re- 
poses in his manger, now in the arms of maternal tenderness. 
Yet this was the person referred to by ali the types and prophe- 
cies, and sacrifices, and other dispensations that preceded him. 
All events pointed to him. All the destinies of the world depend- 
ed on this holy child. His mission was determined before the 
foundation of the world, and God,who foresaw our rebellion against 
him, planned the scheme of our redemption, and ordered every 
incident to harmonize with the nativity of Christ. But beneath 
our Lord’s humility, we discover something more than human ; 
something more than angelick. The attributes of Deity beam from 
him. His words and works proclaim his heavenly origin. Wise 
men prostrate themselves, and archangels bow before him. Be- 
neath that veil of flesh, we discern the majestick Sovereign of the 
Universe. It is this which renders the advent of Jesus so aston- 
ishing. Previous to his arrival, when it eee God to make any 
communications to men, it was by angels, or some glorious display 
of his majesty. He never made himself visible to mortals, yet, 
in the manifestation of his power and will, he astonished and over- 
awed. But what has been the spectacle of this day. It surpasses 
every@hing that has happened from ihe creation tillnow. Jeho- 
vah has laid aside the effulgent robes of heaven, to assume the 
form of a new born infant, and render himself visible to human 
eyes, and lovely to human hearts. 

But the grandeur of this subject begins to accumulate, when we 
contemplate the manner of our Redeemer’s advent. His entrance 
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into the world, we should suppose, would have been with power 
and great glory ; that he would have been borne on the clouds 
of heaven ; have descended as he did at Sinai, amidst thunder- 
ings and lightnings, spreading everywhere universal terror ; have 
exacted from all, the severest obedience, and have destroyed such 
as dared to oppose him. Or at least we should imagine, that he 
would have come as a triumphant prince, have taken possession 
of the throne of David, enjoyed all its splendours, and ruled the 
nations with authority. But it is not possible to conceive any 
thing more humiliating than the manner of his entrance into the 
world. He not only laid aside his glory, but came without one 
attendant from the court of heaven. He not only assumed the 
condition of the lowest rank of his rational creatures, but their 
very lowest condition ; obscurity of family, indigence, and wretch- 
edness. Enter the stable that he has hallowed ; cast your eyes 
at the scene it exhibits; see the poor Mary, exhausted by her 
journey, her wants, and her woes ; behold the manger of her suf- 
fering, her unattended, her unprotected son,—and you will not 
ask whether there can be a more stupendous event than the one 
you witness. Mark, too, the other incidents attendant on this 
mystery. All is miracle as you proceed. ‘The child is conceived 
by the Holy Ghost. A virgin gives him birth. A stable is the 
palace that receives this King of Ages. A poor woman gives 
nourishment to him who nourishes and supports all things by his 
power. Seraphs instantly seize their golden harps : 


Harps, ever tuned, that, glittering by their side, 
Like quivers hung, and with preamble sweet, 
Of charming symphony, they introduce 

Their sacred song, and waken raptures high. 


They fill the vault of heaven with harmony, which reaches and 
ravishes the ears of mortals. A star designates the place of his 
nativity, and attracts to his manger some eastern philosophers, 
who offer him adoration, and relieve, by their benevolence, the 
pecuniary distress of his parents. He enlightens the human mind, 
and heals all disorders and infirmities. He appears not as the 
Lord, but as the companion and friend of our race. He comes 
not only for a few days, but resides among us for more than thir- 
ty years. He sleeps at our houses, sits at our tables, and mingles 
with us in our walks, conversations, employments, and innocent 
pleasures. He resents no reproach or indignity. He bears with 
patience, meekness and humility, whatever the malice of men 
inflicted on him, and at last submitted to the excruciating and ig- 
nominious death of the cross. These facts seem almost incredible ; 
and were they now suggested to us for the first time, they would 
be overpowering to the mind. But they are no less true, than 
solemn and astonishing, and serve to strengthen our conviction, 
that God, manifest in the flesh, is the most wonderful of myste- 
ries, 
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But perhaps the most amazing circumstance relative to the in- 
carnation of the son of God, is the object for which it was under- 
taken. Had the whole race of men been uniform and devout 
worshippers of the Supreme Being, had justice dwelt indeed upon 
earth; had the nations been bound together by the golden chain 
of charity, and had they unceasingly offered with united adora- 
tion the incense of praise, we might suppose that the most High 
could have visited his children; though even under such circum- 
stances it would have been an infinite condescension. Or had 
man indeed offended, and yet upon the arrival of their Lord, dis- 
played suitable repentance and sorrow, and given hima cordial and 
delightful reception, we could conceive that infinite benevolence 
might have been gratified by a descent among us. But when we 
contemplate the earth that he came to visit, an earth blasted by 
his curse; a people wallowing in corruption, suffering the gross- 
est degradation from ignorance, infidelity, sensuality and crime ; 
despising all light and all virtue, and raging with implacable malice 
to obliterate every trace of goodness frém the world, and blot out 
the very life of the Son of God; we should not think that this 
illustrious child would have deigned to appear among us, and that 
if he come, it would be only with indignation and vengeance, to 
punish and todestroy. But how different was the object of his 
mission. Infinite love prompts him to pity, to pardon, and to save 
us. He comes without any terrifick accompaniments, descends 
gently like the dew on the earth, amidst the stillness of night, 
and commences in his very manger the plan of our redemption. 
He came to reconcile us to God, to raise our souls from the death 
of sin to the life of righteousness, to breath into us a new and di- 
vine existence, to rescue us from everlasting death and make us 
heirs of immortality. What infinite love, what infinite humiliation 
are here ? Theeverlasting word is made flesh to ransom rebellious 
worms. ‘To have been saved at all would have been an unspeak- 
able act of power and mercy, but to be saved by the incarnation 
ef the only begotten Son of the Father, is such an unparalleled 
mystery, that the understanding is lost ia the contemplation of it. 
Since the day that God created man upon the earth; from one 
end of heaven to the other, there never was such a great thing 
as this thing is, nor hath been heard like it. 

The grandeur of the mission of the Son of God will be ac- 
knowledged very astonishing, when we consider its effects and 

resent influence onsociety. It is the common errour of ungrate- 
fal man, when advanced from pain and wretchedness to prosper- 
ity and joy, to consider this happy elevation as his right, to 
disregard the preciousness of the favour, and forget the sufferings 
from which he has been delivered. Were we not guilty of this 
ingratitude, we should hail with more rapture the blessings of 
Christianity and enhance their value by reflecting on the woes 
from which we have been rescued. The most pious would be more 
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earnest in the cause of Christ, and the ignorant and unfor- 
tunate, when instructed in the history of Jesus Christ, would be- 
come his most ardent worshippers, and allow no religious service 
or ordinance to be neglected or coldly performed. Nothing can 
exhibit a broader contrast than the state of the world before the 
appearance of Christ, and its present situation. The birth of the 
Son of Mary, was like the sun, rising on the earth, after a night 
of tempest, and darkness, and terror, and despair, and ruin. It 
flashed light to the remotest regions of the globe. Idolatry with 
its superstitious rites and cruelties, began to disappear. The fire 
on heathen altars ceased to burn. Dagon falls down before the 
true ark, and all idols bend themselves before him who has the 
sole right to adoration. The oracles no more utter their respon- 
ses. The abominabie morality of paganism loses its influence on 
mankind. The sceptre of Satan is broken, and the arch fiend 
shrinks from the majestick countenance of the Son of God. Now 
we are taught the most pure and delightful worship, and the 
most perfect and agreeable system of ethicks. The character of God 
is revealed in all its loveliness, and the doctrine of universal chari- 
ty comes recommended to us from heaven, to reconcile all differ- 
ences of opinion, and to calmal) the contentions of society. Igno- 
rance is dispelled as darkness, and knowledge is diffused The gos- 

el Gnds its way to every abode. itcomes to our homegf and to our 
Ceartl illumines the understanding, regulates the affefftions, con- 
trouls our conduct, guards us in prosperity, and cheers Ys in adver- 
sity. It has diminished the frequency of wars, and alleviated 
their horrors and cruelties. It has been felt in the mildness of 
all governments, and in the peaceful and happy condition of all 
people. It is abolishing the iniquitous traffick of slavery, and 
teaching us to view those of a different complexion as men and 
as brethren. It has been felt in the domestick relation, consecrat- 
ing the rite of marriage, shedding a lustre, dignity, and indepen- 
dence over the female part of the community, and dispensing mild- 
ness, love, and joy to the family circle. [t scatters over society, num- 
berless beatitudes and holds men by acelestial influence in obedi- 
ence, in peace andin love. It founds Churches, disseminates religion 
and literature, multiplies and distributes Bibles, supports and ani- 
mates the missionary, subdues the disorders and vices of society, 
establishes hospitals and asylums, instructs the ignorant, feeds the 
hungry, clothes the naked, comforts the wretched, calms the peni- 
tent, soothes the dying, is infinite in its resources of good, and il- 
limitable in its merciful dispensations. But, my brethren, whatever 
splendours the gospel may boast, so selfish are we, that we would 
not rightly appreciate it, unless we experienced some personal ben- 
efit. Should I, however, refer you to your own experience, should 
1 ask you the value of the gospel to your own hearts, you would 
neyer be satisfied with hearing my enthusiasm and eulogy 
in favour of the Son of God. Snatch from you the truth that this 

48 GOSPEL ADVOCATE, VOL. V. 


= on > es 
< sot: Sera eae 
































eee ae 


ee 5 Saxe oe 


Te 


“i 


— 
Se toa 


ae 





SS eet 


ed 
Sa 


BE: 





pm il cep me nin 


Feat 5 eae 


378 Christmas Sermon. [1825 


day has revealed; snatch from you the light that Jesus has con- 
veyedto your minds; snatch from you the doctrines that give 
you strength and solace in your pilgrimage through this vale of 
tears; snatch from you the hopes of pardon and salvation that 
our mediator brings, you will say that you have lost all you 
hold dear, all that give life its desire and charm, that every pros- 
pect is blasted, that the sun of your existence is eclipsed, and that 
you would rather prefer the destruction of the universe, than the 
loss of this momentous truth, Jesus is this day born for our Sal- 
vation. Surely since God created man, there was never such a 
thing, as this great thing is, nor hath been heard like it. 

But the influence of the nativity of the Messiah, is not tocease with 
this world. Here it has only its commencement. It is not to be fully 
realized, till we pass the dark valley of the shadow of death. Then 
it is to decide the destinies ofeternity. Itis this part of our theme, 
which renders the incarnation of Jesus so much the more mar- 
vellous in our eyes. He did not come here merely to sustain and 
cheer us in this transitory scene, but to prepare us for the bound- 
less scene before us, to qualify us for sublimer pursuits and nobler 
company and permanent joys. It would have been a source of 
unspeakable joy to us forever, had he simply ransomed us from 
the penalty of our transgressions; but besides this, he promises 
us glories, the very description of which, thrills us with trans- 
port..- Our Saviour, this morning, brings with him our passport'to 
the realms of heavenly bliss. He promises to cleanse us from our 
corruption, to glorify these frail and corrupt bodies, and lead us 
with him, to the throne ofthe eternal: to a region, where the 
population shall be countless; where all things shall be durable ; 
where the employments shall be of the sublimest kind, and 
of the purest delight; where no cause of sorrow can exist; where 
there shall be an eternal and universal burst of gratitude, from 
one boundary of heaven to the other; where one moment will 
efface the most severe and lasting afflictions endured in this world ; 
where we shall be continually astonished, delighted, and elevat- 
ed by proofs of the divine power, wisdom, holiness, and benevo- 
lence ; where our enjoyments shall be without interruption or 
alloy; where we shall be loved with infinite and unchangeable 
affection; where we shall revel in the riches of divine grace, 
shall perfectly love God, understand his perfection and obey his 

recepts; where benevolence shall expand every bosom, and 
we love dictate every action; where nothing shall be want- 
ing, and every thing shall be glorious. What rapturous tidings 
are these’? and how well now do we understand the angelick 
hymn, that chanted such good will to men, and glory to God :— 
good will that had opened the gates of the celestial courts to a 
ruined world—glory to God, who had exhibited such illustrious 
evidences of his justice and mercy,” Our song this day is to be 
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renewed on high. I look upon you, my brethren, as but joining 
in this rehearsal of praise, to shout it soon again with infinite 
transport in that Church not made with hands, eternal in the 
heavens. Welcome, then, to the Redeemer, who brings such a 
message of delight ? Who can complain of this world, that has 
been honoured by our Saviour’s visit, and is now radiant with a 
Saviour’s love. Yet who would be unwilling to die, to enter the 
mansions of bliss, the theatre of eternal joy that the Son of Mary 
has prepared for us. Neve.r never was there so great an event 
as the birth of Christ. 

To convince you still more effectually that it is the grandest that 
can interest us, or that ever occurred, let me refer you to the de- 
light which it imparts to the inhabitants of heaven. Maultitudes of 
seraphs praised God, when our Lord was born. Angels are desir- 
ous of penetrating into this mystery. ‘The most abandoned sinner 
that looks for pardon to Christ, gives joy to numberless celestial 
ministers. Legions of spirits watched our Captain, as he fought 
the great battle of Salvation. St. John saw in vision thousands of 
the heavenly hosts, that could not be numbered, who were ador- 
ing the Lamb for the sacrifice that he had offered. Norcan it be 
otherwise that they should take the deepest interest in these things, 
when the Son absented himself so long from the bosom of his Fa- 
ther, when he now stands with a human form in the court above, 
is preparing mansions for his faithful disciples, is interceding for 
them with the Almighty, and is momently receiving them to his 
arms. How can they but be interested in this dispensation, when 
such numbers of the children of men are to become their compan- 
ions and felléw worshippers through eternity, and to add to each 
angel’s joy ? How can they but be interested in the birth of Christ, 
when they see it displaying so wonderfully the mercy of Jehovah, 
and perpetually exhibiting proofs of his glory. Yes, angels are 
forever triumphing in the Redeemer’s mission, and the language 
of the chora! hymn is stil! chaunted by seraphs. Read, now, 
whatever volumes you please, and where can you learn such won- 
ders as we have developed to you. ‘They surpass every thing 
else, even in the book of God. Look from one end of heaven to 
the other ; read the power, wisdom, and goodness, and magnifi- 
cence, manifested in the splendour of the sun, and the coyntless 
brilliants that deck the vault of night, and all will seem but noth- 
ing in comparison with the astonishing dispensation of our Re- 
deemer’s birth. ‘+ Ask now of the days that are past, which were 
before thee, since the day that God created man upon earth ; 
and ask from the one side of heaven to the other, whether there 
hath been any such thing as this great thing is, or hath been heard 
like it ?” 

Bound, every heart ! and every bosom burn ! 

° Oh ! what a scale of miracles is here ! 
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Its lowest round, high planted on the skies ; 

Its towering summit, lost beyond the thought 

Of man or angel ! Oh, that I could climb 

The wonderful ascent with equal praise ! 

Praise ! flow forever, if astonishment 

Will give thee leave ; my praise forever flow ; 
Praise, ardent, cordial, constant : to high Heaven 
More fragrant than Arabia sacrificed, 

And all her spicy mountains in a flame. 

Since, then, the nativity of your Redeemer is the most wonder- 
ful and important of all transactions, there is one conclusion which 
every reflecting mind should form on this subject, and that is, 
that we are solemnly bound to give it the most entire, and serious, 
and perfect consideration possible. It is to establish this inference, 
this duty; that all our remarks have been made, and if they do 
not produce any practical influence, our preaching has been use- 
less. ‘The mission of our Lord is to take the preeminence, the 
precedence, of every concern, of every employment, of every 
pleasure. Itis to be with us by day, and to accompany us by night. 
We are never to let the sneers of the scoffer loosen its hold on 
the mind ; nor the pressure of business force us from its duties ; 
nor seductive amusements throw a damp over its lustre ; nor the 
spirit of procrastination withhold us from its path. We should 
engage in it with all our souls, We should read with diligence 
the holy volume, which reveals it to us. We should participate 
in all those religious ordinances which it enjoins, and which are 
calculated to kindle in us the devout spirit that we require. It 
should lead us to a habit of prayer, and to the deepest interest in 
publick devotion. It should mingle in our conyersation, fill us with 
a holy temper, light in our breasts the flame of universal charity, 
colour every action and thought, and shed its graces over all our 
conduct. We are instructed in the most astonishing truths, and 
we should delight to hear and embrace them. We are favoured 
with a most beautiful system and example of virtue, and we should 
diligently follow them. The means of salvation are offered to us, 
and we should accept them. We have been ransomed by the 
Messiah, and should rejoice and live as if we were redeemed. 
We should inculcate these truths on all, over whom we have any 
influence ; we should be entirely absorbed in them, that Jesus may 
sit enthroned in our hearts, and fill us with his grace and love. 

As the richest blessings will attend us if we receive this Re- 
deemer, so will the severest woe await us if we reject him. There 
is no possibility of escape if we neglect so great salvation. Every 
thing has been done by the Saviour of men to awaken us to the 
tremendous consequences of infidelity and guilt, and to persuade 
us to a course of penitence and virtue. Every thing has been 
done to afford us instruction on these points, and to furnish us with 
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the opportunities of securing our redemption. If we perish, it is 
by our own shameful neglect, wanton obstinacy, wilful blindness, 
and criminal ingratitude. 

While we, my brethren, have been listening to the account 
of this mighty dispensation, that has been conferred on us, yeu 
must frequently have been warmed into the most lively thankful- 
ness, that we live in these blessed days of the Son of man, have 
conviction of the truth of his illustrious doctrines, and can confi- 
dently entertain hopes of pardon and the prospect of exquisite 
and endless rewards. What rapture would many kings, and pro- 
phets, and saints have enjoyed, to have shared your privileges ? 
What songs would have burst from their lips; what a flame of 
devotion would haye been kindled in their bosoms ? Would that 
we knew the preciousness of our blessings ! Let us endeavour to 
know, to appreciate and to improve them. Above all, lei us pre- 
pare ourselves for that scene in heaven, when the object of our 
Lord’s incarnation sha!l have its full accomplishment, and when 
we shall hear the united voices of angels, and seraphs, and 
saints from every nation, and tongue, and kindred, and people, 
glorifying the child Jesus. Amidst the astonishment of this spec- 
tacle, the full consummation of the Redeemer’s nativity, we shall! 
then exclaim with enthusiasm and triumph, that since the day God 
created man upon the earth, from one side of the heavens to the 
other, there hath never been such a thing as this great thing is, 
nor hath been heard like it. 





ADDRESS 


Of the Rt. Rev. Bisnor Browve x to the Convention of the Protestant Epis- 
copal Church in Connecticut, held at Hartford, June 1, 1825. 


My Brethren of the Clergy, and of the Laity :— 

We have again been permitted to assemble in Convention, to 
devise measures for the welfare of that portion of the Church of 
Christ, which has been committed to our more especial care.— 
May we all be duly sensible of the responsibility which rests upon 
us : May the great Master of assemblies vouchsafe to us his gra- 
cious presence: May he preside over our deliberations, and 
direct all our counsels and endeavours to the welfare of his 

Church, and the promotion of his own glory. 

Since our last annual Convention, | have made a more general 
visitation through the Diocese than in any preceding year. It 
has enabled me to bear testimony to the zeal and fidelity of the 
clergy, and to the gradually advancing state of most of the par- 
ishes. There are indeed many adverse circumstances which 
must prevent the rapid growth of our Church. A great portion 
of our parishes are small, and weak, when compared with other 
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religious societies with which they are surrounded. Many of 
them are, consequently, but partially supplied with ministerial 
services, and the burthen of support falls heavily on individuals. 
In addition to these considerations, it need not excite our wonder 
that some should be unwilling to hazard their popularity, by con- 
necting themselves with a body, which is regarded by many of 
those around them as but a minor sect of Christians. But reli- 
gious prejudices still constitute the most formidable obstacle to 
the growth of our Church. There is no part of our country, 
where these prejudices might be expected to exist in greater 
force than in Connecticut. Settled originally by Puritans, who 
abandoned their native country, in abhorrence of Episcopacy, 
and at a time when the principles of religious liberty were but 
little understood, they naturally regarded the introduction of any 
opinions different from their own, as an intrusion upon the asylum 
they had chosen. Their early institutions were calculated to fos- 
ter these sentiments, and it is no way extraordinary that some 
traces of them should have been perpetuated to the present gen- 
eration. In short, the preponderance of publick sentiment has 
been hostile to our Church, and the tendency of the civil and 
religious institutions of the state has naturally been adverse to its 
interests. Under these circumstances, we have less cause to 
wonder that it advances so tardily, as that its growth should have 
been so rapid; and we have less reason to complain of the pre- 
judices, and other obstacles which have impeded its growth, than 
we have to admire the successful progress of what we deem to be 
truth, and the excellency of those doctrines and institutions, which 
could overcome such difficulties, and such obstacles.—Time is the 
great remedy for all prejudices and errours. Possessing our souls 
in patience, and doing whatsoever our hand findeth to do, we 
may abide with confidence its salutary operations. The preju- 
dices to which I have alluded, are moreover so intimately con- 
nected with the frailties of our common nature, and have result- 
ed so naturally from the position in which our Church has been 
placed, that we ought to regard them rather in sorrow than in 
anger. We should carefully examine ourselves, to see whether 
we do not entertain similar prejudices, in regard to other religious 
denominations, and while we faithfully and zealously maintain 
what we believe to be the truth, we should set forward, as much 
as in us lies, peace and charity with all men. Cherishing a kind- 
ly feeling, and exercising a liberal conduct towards other Chris- 
tian communions, we cannot be justly censured for manifesting 
our attachment to the Church of our affections. Convinced that 
its doctrines, its ministry, and its worship, are conformable to 
Scripture, and the faith and practice of the purest ages, we should 
earnestly pray for its extension, and labour for its welfare. But 
above all, we should be anxious that its piety and zeal should 
keep pace with its external growth. This depends chiefly on 
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our own exertions, assisted as we trust they will be, by divine 
grace, and it should constitute the chief object of our labours. 

From a survey of the state of the Church in this Diocese, dur- 
ing the past year’s visitations, | am induced to hope that there 
has been no diminution in the piety and zeal of her members: 
and while Ihave been gratified by the kindness and cordiality 
with which I have ev ery where been received, 1 have been en- 
couraged by the improving state of many of the parishes, while 
I have witnessed a manifest decline in none. In the course of 
my visitation, I have administered the holy rite of confirmation 
in twenty parishes, to 258 persons. 

During my visit to the parish of Salisbury, on the 15th of Sep- 
tember last, I consecrated the new Church in that place, by the 
name of St. John’s Church. This edifice is constructed of brick, 
in the gothick style of architecture. It is neatly finished, and its 
accommodations are judiciously arranged. ‘The expense of its 
erection, though pressing heavily on individuals, has been borne 
with cheerfulness; and it is trusted that no one feels impover- 
ished by his exertions. The zeal and liberality which this pa- 
rish has evinced affords an encouraging promise of its future 

prosperity. 

On the 16th of September last, at St. Paul’s Church in Sharon, 
I admitted the Rev.. Alonzo Potter to the Holy Order of Priests : 
and on the 5th of December following, at Christ Church, Hart- 
ford, I admitted the Rev. John Sellon to the same grade in the 
ministry. Both these ordinations were performed by request, on 
behalf of the Right Rev. Bishop Hobart :—The Rev. Mr. Potter 
being a Professor of Union College, in the Diocese of New-York ; 
and the Rev. Mr. Sellon being Rector of Christ Church, Ann- 
street, in the City of New-York.—Qn Sunday the 6th day of 
March, at St. Luke’s Church, Glastenbury, I also addmitted the 
Rey. Hector Humphrey, of Washington College, tothe Holy Or- 
der of Priests. 

The following persons are at present candidates for Holy Orders 
in this Diocese: viz. —George Shelton, William Peet, William 
H. Lewis, (who are pursuing their studies at the General Semi- 
nary of our Church,) and Harry Finch, Normon Pinney, Joseph 
D. Clark, Nathan Kingsbury, John W. Cloud, George F. Shep- 
herd, and Thomas W, Coit. 

Since the last Convention, letters dismissory have been grant- 
ed to the Rev. Enoch Huntington, who had previously removed 
to the Diocese of Pennsy lyania, and to the Rev. Beardsley 
_ Northrup, who has recently been called to the Diocese of New- 

York.—The Rev. George W. Doane, from thn Diocese of New- 
York, and the Rev. Edward Rutledge, from that of South-Caroli- 
na, have become established in this Diocese ; the former as a Pro- 
fessor in Washington College, and the latter as Minister of the 
Church in Stratford. Several changes have taken place in the 
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location of the clergy of the Diocese, since our last Convention ; 
but as some of these are understood to be of a temporary nature, 
and as most of them have not been officially notified to me, I am 
unable to state them with precision. In adverting to this subject, 
{ cannot forbear to express my regret that the connexion be- 
tween ministers and their parishes should, in many instances, be 
so slight and transient. Much of the benefit that would result 
from the pastor’s intimate knowledge of the spiritual wants of 
his flock, and of the increased usefulnes that would arise from a 
long intercourse and mutual attachment, is thus foregone and 
lost. Doubtless the evil results, in most cases, from the inability 
of the parishes to make more permanent arrangements. Yet I 
cannot but hope that such parishes will take the earliest-oppor- 
tunities to connect themselves into convenient cures; that they 
will make the most permanent arrangements for stated ministra- 
tions, which their circumstances will admit; and that a mere love 
of novelty will never induce them to abandon the important ben- 
efits which result from a settled ministry. There can be no 
doubt but the clergy would be ready to make great sacrifices, to 
secure such advantages to the Church. 

The Missionary services for the pastfyear have been performed 
by the Rev. Stephen Beach, in the north-west part of Litchfield 
county, and by the Rev. Ashbel Steele, in the county of New- 
London. ‘The reports of these missionaries will be laid before 
the Convention. ‘There is good reason to believe that their la- 
bours have been highly useful to the Church. For the ensuing 
year, | should think it expedient to devote the most considerable 
portion of the funds of the ** Society for the promotion of Chris- 
tian knowledge” towards the support of such weak parishes in the 
Diocese as seem most likely to be benefited by such assistance. 

I have never addressed the Convention of this Docese, without 
pressing upon its notice the important subjects of the Society for 
the promotion of Christian knowledge. If I forbear to urge 
them at this time, and to make fresh claims upon your liberality, 
it is not that my sense of the importance of these objects is di- 
minished, but that I would notseem to be importunate. For the 
same reason I omit any new observations upon the importance of 
Sunday Schools, as well as upon the necessity of supporting the 
more general objects of our Church, “ Domestick and Fore 
missionary Society,” and the “General Theological Seminary.” 

I have previously had occasion to take notice of the incorpora- 
tion of a College, to be under the principal patronage and di- 
rection of members of our Church, and to state that the requisite 
endowments had been obtained to render the charter available. 
Since our last meeting, the institution has been organized, and it 
is now in successful operation. It has indeed had to encounter 
much of that prejudice and obloquy, which has so frequently 
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been experienced by our Church; but this unmerited reproach 
seems only to have had the effect of creating for it additional 
sympathy in the minds of liberal men, and we have every reason 
to look for its future prosperity and usefulness. 

Before closing my address, it becomes my painful duty to re- 
cord the death of the Rev. Joseph D. Welton, of Waterbury, 
who departed this life in the month of January last, and of the 
Rev. Philo Shelton, of Fairfield, who expired on the 27th of Feb- 
ruary. ‘The former, having been for several years incapacitated 
from ministerial labour, by paioful and protracted disease, has 
been cut off in the meridian of life. The latter, after a long ser- 
vice of forty years in the vineyard of his Master, has been gath- 
ered to the company of the faithful in a good old age, “ as a shock 
of corn fully ripe.” 

The Rev. Mr. Shelton was admitted to Holy Orders in Christ 
Church, Middletown, on the 3d of August,1785, by the venera- 
ble Bishop Seabury ; it being the first Episcopal ordination ever 
held in this country. He has faithfully and succesfully laboured 
for almost forty years, in the parish from which his divine Mas- 
ter has now called him to rest. He has taken an important part 
in the ecclesiastical concerns of the Diocese, from the period of 
its first organization, and the moderation and prudence of his 
counsels have contributed, in no small degree, to the welfare of 
the Church. For simplicity of character, amiable manners, un- 
affected piety, and a faithful devotion to the duties of the minis- 
terial office, he has left an example by which all his surviving 
brethren may profit, and which few of them can hope to surpass. 

Brethren, in proceeding to the further business of this Conven- 
tion, let us again commend ourselves to the protection and bles- 
sing of God; beseeching him that as, by the Holy Spirit, he did 
preside in the councils of the blessed Apostles, so he would gra- 
ciously be present in the council of his Church here assembled 
in his name and presence: that he would save us from all errour, 
ignorance, pride, and all prejudices: and that of his great mercy 
he would vouchsafe so to direct, sanctify, and govern us in our 
present work, by the mighty power of the Holy Ghost, that the 
comfortable Gospel of Christ may be truly preached, truly re- 
ceived, and truly followed, in all places, through the merits of 


Jesus Christ our Saviour.—<Amen, 
T. C. BROWNELL. 





— 


FOR THE GOSPEL ADVOCATE. 
EVIDENCE OF BEING A CHRISTIAN. 
By many people it seems to be viewed as an affair of much dif- 
ficulty, to ascertain when one is entitled to be called, or to call 
bimself, a Christian. It is supposed, that the evidences on which 
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the question is to be decided, lie very deep ; and require the ap- 
plication of much labour, before they can be reached and under- 
stood..~On all other subjects, these people have no difficulty in 
knowing how they feel, and what they think. They are never in 
doubt whether they love this or that person. As soon as the 
question comes before the mind, even at the very moment, the 
heart spontaneously brings forward its decision. And not the least 
doubt is ever entertained, that the question, as a question of fact, 
is decided rightly. So also as respects any matter of worldly in- 
terest, any object, or resource of sense ; there is found no diffi- 
culty in ascertaining what are one’s own thoughts and conclusions. 
It is only on the subject of religion that these people find it diffi- 
cult to know how they stand.- Their impression seems to be, that 
a mystery hangs about this question, which does not pertain to 
any other ; that they are not to form their conclusions upon it, as 
they form them upon other questions, relating to the state and 
exercises of their own spirits. This, to the present writer, ap- 
pears to be an errour, seriously and extensively injurious. 

The question, whether we are Christians, whether ‘* we know 
ourselves that Christ is in us,” is attended with no more difficulty 
than any other relating to the desires and affections of our own 
minds. No extraordinary light, no extraordinary inspiration is 
needed. It.is true, the heart is deceitful ; but itis so only in him 
who has taught it deception, and who still encourages it in the 
practice of misleading arts. 

In other things men de not resort to argument for the ascer- 
taining of their feelings. And by doing so, or thinking it incum- 
bent on them to do so, in the case of religion, they act an absurd 
and uanatural part Who would ever think of a process of reason- 
ing, as the means ef assuring himself that there dwells in his bosom 
sentiments. of love towards his friend? Does one hate another 
without knowing it—clearly and certainly knowing it? And let it 
be asked, further, do we derive pleasure from objects of science, 
from objects of grandeur, sublimity, beauty, or utility, without 
being sensible of it? We may be indifferent to scenes of beauty 
and grandeur ; nature and art may spread their green lawns, and 
raise their splendid structures around us in vain. Butif we have 
any emotions, we can hardly fail to know, whether they are those 
of pleasure, or those of pain. And if we have no emotions, we 
know certainly that we are in that state of mind which is termed 
indifference. 

I cannot see any considerable objection to the application of this 
mode of reasoning to the subject of religion. How can there be 
any more difficulty in knowing whether we love, and desire to 
possess the objects held forth by the revelation of Christ, than in 
knowing whether we love our friends, and desire to possess sour- 
ces of enjoyment in this world? The exercises of our minds are 
wholly a matter of consciousness. We do not need to ask the 
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learned to tell us whether we love God, and believe in a Saviour, 
and desire to be pardoned through him, and to possess the glorious 
» crown which he offers, and whether we resolve to do as much as 
in us lies to gaih thatcrown. The evidence isin our own bosoms ; 
here is the record, and we have only to look on it ; we need no 
interpreter. “Religion does not plant within us any new faculty, 
nor any new principle of susceptibility. Its true province is to 
purge, to reform, to restore ; to direct the faculties, and to regu- 
Jate the susceptibilities which God gave when he made us. Of 
course, we must, in this case, come to a knowledge of our own 
feelings and views, in the same manner precisely as in other cases. 
We need not leave the question undecided a single moment, in the 
expectation that, as religion is a great and divine subject, some 
extraordinary light, some evidence different from any admitted by 
other questions, will be vouchsafed. Such an expectation must 
necessarily be vain. 

He who wishes to know wheiher he is a Christian, has three 
main questions to settle ; namely : Does he love God ? Does he 
desire the rewards promised in the Gospel to a holy life? And 
is he determined to bend his thoughts, andall his pursuits, towards 
the gaining of those rewards ; and this on the terms, and by the 
measures, pointed out in the Gospel? Into these simple ques- 
tions the general one resolves itself ; and these we point at the 
conscience, and at the conscience only. Every man must settle 
them for himself; Our neighbour, as he cannot enter our heart, 
cannot know what it contains, but by reasoning from our words 
andactions. In his reasoning he may err; he may err in the pre- 
mises, and he may err inthe process. But we do not need to rea- 
son in our own case. God has so constituted us, that we no soon- 
er ask ourselves the proper question, than the true answer starts 
forth to our view. It is not possible for one to love bis God and 
Saviour, without knowing it. Nor is it possible to hate him, or 
to be indifferent to him, without knowing it, provided always, that 
we truly put to ourselves the question. 

it is not difficult in this particular to escape self-deception en- 
tirely. And this without any preternatural means ; by a simple 
and natural use of the means which God connected with our na- 
ture, when he formed us. Can a man, I would ask, love father, 
or mother, or wife, or children, and yet, when he is asked if he 
loves them, be unable to make answer, because he does not know 
his own feelings ? He might as easily be ignorant of his own 
breathing. ‘Thus, if his affections are interested in religion, 
if he loves God and the Redeemer, the fact cannot conceal itself 
from him ; he must, unless a bad education has darkened his 
mind with errour and prejudice, be conscious of it; and all the 
argument in the world cannot give hima different conviction. It 
is a matter of consciousness entirely ; and involves neither diff- 


_ culty nor mystery. Let our bosoms be interrogated ; the answer — 


is ready. 
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By ingenious sophistry, we may. perhaps, be made to deny or 
discredit our consciousness. But may we not, by the same means, 
be made to deny or discredit our senses? No objection, there 
fore, founded on that fact, touches the merits of our argument. 

Remarks similar to the foregoing are applicable to our second 
question. Itis not to be conceived, that we can desire to enjoy 
the glories and honours of heaven, without being conscious of it. 
Do our desires fix on objects of earthly good without our knowl- 
edge ? Do we desire the society of a friend, or the possession of 
any treasure, without being sensible of the fact ? Certainly not. 
And why need the case be supposed to stand differently as res- 
pects heavenly objects ? He who has a true desire to be pardon- 
ed, and to be made happy in heaven, will find it so written in his 
heart, in the plainest of all characters. 

Another circumstance, (and | refer now to the third question,) 
which is characteristick of a Christian, is to resolve on living a 
godly life ; on making a constant and faithful use, as God shall 
give assisting grace, of every advantage, and every resource cal- 
culated to build us up, and perfect us in the most holy faith ot 
Christ. Can he, who has made such a resolution, remain in ig- 
norance of it ? It is impossible. Where, then, is the great and 
mysterious difficulty, which is supposed to be connected with the 
subject of our spiritual condition > A man can know whether he 
loves, God, and desires celestial happiness, and resolves to obey 
the Gospel, as easily as he can know any facts whatever relating 
to his own mind. And they, who find that such are their affec- 
tions, desires, and resolves, may be assured of a title to be called 
Christians. Imperfect, indeed, they are, but still Christians. / 

Probably some will ask, if it-is so easy to know whether we 
are Christians or not, why do so many stand in doubt respecting 

their own case ? I answer, because they do not look to the right 
quarter for the evidence. In consequence of peculiarities of ed- 
ucation, or some other cause, they suppose that they must have 
evidence of an extraordinary, a preternatural character; which 
they do not find. and will not, unti! miraculous gifts shall return 
to the world. Instead of settling the question, whether the great, 
and good, and glorious Jehovah is the object of their confidence, 
affection, and worship ; instead of settling the question, whether 
they desire to be pardoned, and received, and crowned with glory, 
according to “ the words of the truth of the Gospel ;” instead of 
settling the question, whether ihey have resolved, as God shall 
give them strength, to follow the course of Christian obedience, 
their thoughts run upon subjects which have nothing at all to do 
with the exigency. Their minds soon become bewildered ; and 
to their apprehension, there appears to hang about the great 
question, a strange and unaccountable difficulty. 
~ It seems to be imagined by some people, that when a new heart 
is given to them, they will be distinctly sensible of some miracu- 
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lous impulse ; some irresistable impression on the soul, by the Ho- 
ly Spirit. Accordingly, they never proceed beyond this question : 
Have I anew heart? never attempting its analysis, never thinking 
of the more certain and natural way of proceeding, by putting to 
themselves the aforementioned inquiries. He who loves God, 
desires and values the rewards held forth in the Gospel, and is at 
the same time deterrnined to bend his thoughts and pursuits through 
life towards the gaining of those rewards, may rest assured that 
he possesses a new heart. He has exactly the evidence to be de- 
sired, 

Is it, then, a thing so very difficult to know, whether we are 
entitled to be called, or to consider ourselves Christians ? Is there 
not, in reality, very little danger of deception, if we make the 
inquiry in earnest ? or, indeed, if we feel at all interested in it ? 
It will be seen, that if the views which have been handed out are 
just, there are no grounds for those delays, doubts, and uncertain- 
ties, which are so often pleaded. We donot need to spend 
months and years on the great question, before we can come to a 
conclusion, whether we are followers of Christ, and candidates 
for heaven, or not. Neither can we excuse ourselves on pre- 
tence of waiting for extraordinary impressions. Religion isa plain 
and simple thing ; and the course to gain possession of it practi- 
cally, is plain and simple. It is the wisdom of men, and not the 
‘* wisdom that cometh from above,” which has raised up diflicul- 
ties. Our feelings, views, and resolutions, are not, in any case, 


more completely within our means of knowing, than in this. 
CARDAN. 
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DENMARK UNIVERSITIES. 


Denmark has two Ufiiversities : that 
of Copenhagen, with forty-nine profes- 
sors, ordinary aod extraordinary, and 
that of Kiel, with thirty-six professors. 
In the College of Soroc, founded by 
the celebrated Baroa Holberg, the 
different branches of instruction are 
confided to fourteen professors or ad- 
juncts, There are also in the differ- 
ent provinces a large number of royal 
colleges, or higher schools, net to 
mention the primary schools, the 
number of which is proportioned to 
the population of the country. In 
Copenhagen are three publick libra- 
ries, the largest of which, the royal 
library, contains about 300,000 vol- 
umes. In Copenhagen there is al- 
so an academy of chirurgery, with 


nine professors or adjuncts, and an 
academy of fine arts, with twelve 
professors. Among the literary soci- 
eties sanctioned by royal authority, 
we may mention the Royal Society 
of Sciences, composed of fifty-five 
native or resident members, and six- 
ty-six corresponding members, be- 
longing to other countries. Also the 
Society for the study of the National 
History sand Language; that for 
Scandinavian Literature; the Royal 
Society of Medicine; that of the 
Veterinary Art; that of raral Econo- 
my, founded in 1767; besides others, 
too numerous to be mentioned. 
Revue Encyc. Juin 1825. 





PRUSSIAN UNIVERSITIES. 
The number of students in the 
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Prussian Universities in 1824, was as 
follows : at Berlin 1,254; Halle 1,119; 
Breslaw 710; Bonn 527 ; Konigsberg 
303; Griefswald 126; Munster 284; 
Natives of Prussia 3,477 ; Foreigners 
846. [Bulletin Universal. 





UNIVERSITY OF VIRGINIA. 


At a meeting of the Visitors of this 
Institution, commencing on the 3d 
Oct. several regulations for the better 
government ofthe students, were adopt- 
ed, the most important of which, res- 
pectsthe duty of the Alumni to unite 
with the Faculty in exposing the dis- 
orderly and the vicious. On this sub- 
ject they remark : 


“The Visitors are aware that a 
prejudice prevails, too extensively a- 
mong the young, that it is dishonour- 
able to bear witness one against anoth- 
er. While this prevails, and under 
the form of a matter of conscience, 
they have been unwilling to author- 
ise constraint, and have therefore in 
their peas on this subject in- 
dulged the errour, however unfounded 
in reason or morality. But this loose 
principle in the ethicks of School-boy- 
combinations is unworthy of mature 
and regulated minds; and is accord- 
ingly condemned bv the laws of their 
country, which in offences within their 
cognizance, compel those who have 
knowledge of a fact, to declare it for 
the purposes of justice, and of the 
general good and safety of Society. 
And certainly where wrong has 
been done, he who knows and con- 
ceals the doer of it, makes himself an 
accomplice, and justly censurable as 
such. It becomes then, but an act of 
justice to themselves, that the inno- 
cent and the worthy should throw off 
with disdain all communion of char- 
acter with such offenders, should de- 
termine no longer to screen the irreg- 
ular and the vicious under the respect 
of their cloak, and to notify them, 
even by a solemn association for the 
purpose, that they will co-opperate 
with the Faculty in future, for the 
preservation of order, the vindication 
of their own character, and the repu- 
tation and usefulness of an Institution, 
which their country has so liberally 
established for their improvement, and 
to place within their reach those ac- 
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uirements in knowledge on which 
their future happiness and fortunes 
depend.—Let the good and the vi 
ous of the Alumni of the Universi 
do this, and the disorderly will then 
be singled out for observation, and 
deterred by punishment, or disabled 
by expulsion, from infecting, with 
their inconsideration, the Institution 
itself, and the sound mass which it is 
preparing for virtue and usefulness.” 





A PRACTICAL VIEW 


Of the Redeemer’s Advent ; in a series 
of Discourses. By the Rev. James 
Hartpane Srewart,M.A.a Min- 
ister of Percy Chapel, &c. Seeley, 
Hatchard, and Nisbet. 10s. 6d. 


It is impossible to bestow on this 
volume a careful examination without 
feeling the heart sensibly improved. 
The venerable author has done hon- 
our to himself by the obvious care 
which he has bestowed on every sep- 
arate discourse. ‘To the copiousness 
and rich fervour of the old divines, he 
has added the simplicity and good 
taste of the modern school; and has 
furnished to the ministers of the Gos- 
pel and to private Christians a source 
of ample instruction and devout im- 

rovement. ‘The volume is divided 
imto four parts. The First Part is 
generally headed The Redeemer’s Ad- 
vent desirable to his friends. Under 
this division there are four Sermons, 
on the following subjects :—Confor- 
mation to the image of Christ—Full 
Communion with the Righteous and 
the Holy An The sight of the 
Redeemer—The new Heavens and 
the new Earth. The Second Part is 
headed, The Redeemer’s Advent ter- 
rible to his enemies. The illustrative 
discourses are the following: The 
Occurrence of dreadful Temporal Dis- 
tresses, and the close of the offers of 
Mercy—The Final Judgment. The 
Third Part is headed, Reasons for 
expecting the Redeemer’s Advent. 
Here the author considers, The Gen- 
eral Doctrine of the Redeemer’s Ad- 
vent, and the Signs of the Times. 
The Fourth Part is headed, Course 
of Conduct becoming an expectation 
of the Redeemer’s Advent ; and the 
discourses under it are these: Readi- 
ness for his coming—The necessity of 
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inward Meetness-- Assurance of Read- 
iness—Holding fast our Profession— 
Earnest Prayer for Divine aid—Ac- 
tive zeal in spreading the Gospel-- 
Vigilance against Satan-—-Watchful- 
ness against the Dangers of the pre- 
sent times—Dwelling in Love—Pa- 
tient waiting for Christ. 

This volume we are persuaded will 
not be suffered to expire with the 
ephemeral productions of the age. 

Evan. Magazine. 





From the North Wales Gazette of the 5th May. 
WELSH ANTIQUITIES. 


Valuable Historical Antique.—Mr. 
Holford, of Kilgwyn, had upon a part 
of his estate, at a considerable dis- 
tance from the mansion, a pyramidal 
stone, of prodigious magnitude, which 
he was desirous of removing near the 
house, but was deterred from the at- 
tempt, by its aparent impracticability. 
In his absence, Mr. Holford, jun. 
with the view of giving his father an 
agreeable surprise on his return, col- 
lected a great number of the neigh- 
bouring tenantry to essay its removal. 
The whole lateral pressure of earth 
having been removed, a team of five- 
and-twenty horses were y- to, and 
succeeded, with some difficulty, in 
dislodging this ponderous mass from 
its site, and exposed to view a tablet, 
with the following inscription :—— 


A PAWL A BRECEI/hOdd un yvan 

hon hyd FLWdd An Ad Xviii. 

AG ELim AP OW en Goch 

AL AddwydAC-CAddwydunman 
aocof prec thy erift 1604. 


Which, when translated, we take to 
be—“ St. Paul preached on this spot, 
about the year of our Lord 48 ;” and 
Elim ap Owen Goch suffered martyr- 
dom, and was buried in the same 
lace, for preaching Christ, 1604. 

his is an antique of considerable im- 
portance in an historical point of view, 
determining, as far as such evidence 
can, the hypothesis of our learned di- 
ocesan, that St. Paul preached the 
Gospel in Britain. When this inscrip- 
tion was made does not appear; but 
even admitting it was as late as the 
early part of the 17th century, it 
shows the existence ofa tradition to 
that effect, or of some historical re- 
cord, of which this tablet is probably 
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a transcript. From the distinctness 
of the date, we are inclined to think 
the latter; and that our ancestors 
were desirous of transmitting this in- 
teresting fact to posterity is aparent, 
from the immense labour which must 
have attended the sepulture of this 
tablet. We congratulate the — 
pality upon the discovery of this an- 


cient relick ; and we congratulate the 


Bishop of St. David’s upon the dis- 
covery of this strong coroborating 
evidence, that Great Britain (aye, that 
Carmarthenshire) is within the limits 
of St. Clement’s—a peint for which 
his lordship had contended long and 
earnestly, and, as we think, success- 
folly. The discovery of this interest- 
ing tablet, determined Mr. Holford to 
examine a cairn or tumulus, also upo: 
his property ; the result of which, was 
the discovery of two earthen vases, 
one of which, through the careless- 
ness of the workmen, was broken ; the 
other, in which were human bones, 
was preserved. Under these alse 
was bund a tablet, with an inscrip- 
tion, partly Welsh, and partly corrupt 
Latin, of which the following is a 
transcript : 
Hic JACET iN kAIRN hoN 
CoRpys Lvypvs 
DA Escop ‘TRECASTELL 
Lloscod AD 427 


This bears the date of the fifth centu. 
ry, and is inscribed to ihe memory of 
Lupus, Bishop of Trecastle, whose 
remains it supposed they contain. 
Both these discoveries were made in 
the parish of Mothvey; and if an ex- 
amination were set on foot generally 
in the principality, we are sanguine 
that many om ae e antiques may be 
rescued from oblivion, and that the 
cause of history would be materially 
benefitted by the’ recovery. We 
should have observed, that in digging 
up the tablet which records St. Paul’s 
preaching in this island, human bones 
and ashes were found. The pyramid- 
al stone (one of the meini hirion al- 
luded to in Archdeacon Beynon’s ad- 
dress at the opening of the Cymreigyd- 
don meeting in our hall) was former- 
y surrounded with ahedge. Since its 
eportation to the lawn at Kilgwyn, 
part of it has been polished, and it 
ley tobe a block of red marble, 
eautifully variegated with blue veins. 
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The farm on which the stone stood 
was formerly called Gelly-maen, ob- 
viousiy deriving its name from the 
stone. ‘I'be other inscription, it will 
be seen, records the martyrdom of 
Elim ap Owen Goch, for preaching 
Christ.” 





MEDICAL SCHOOLS. 

The number of Medical Students 
who attended the last course of Jec- 
tures at the different schools in the U- 
nited States is as follows : 

University of Pennsylvania, 480 ; 
College of Physicians and Surgeons 
of New York, 196; Harvard College, 
130 ; Dartmouth College, 80 ; Univer- 
sity of Maryland, 216 ; College of 
Physicians and Surgeons of the West- 
ern District of the State of New-York, 
120 ; Yale College, 82 ; Medical Col- 
Jege of Ohio, 22; Vermont Academ 
of Medicine, 124: Transylvania Uni- 
versity, 235 ; Medical School of Maine, 
60 ; Brown University, 40; Univer- 
sity of Vermont, 42 ; Berkshire Med- 
ical School, 94 ; Medical College of 
South Carolina, 30; Total, 1970. 
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CANALS OF GREAT BRITAIN. 


It is stated in the Register of Arts 
and Sciences, that there are in Great 
Britain, 103 canals, the total extent of 
which is two thousand six hundred 
and eighty-two and a quarter miles, 
which cost thirty millions sterling. 
This estimate of the cost gives an av- 
erage of something more than eleven 
thousand pounds per mile. There are 
in various canals 48 subterranean pas- 
sages, 40 of which have an extent of 
32 miles. None of these works were 
projected prior to the year 1755. 





ORIGIN OF THE TERM.STERLING, FOR 
MONEY. 


In the time of Richard the First, 
money coined in the east parts of Ger- 
many, came in special request im Eng- 
land, on account of its purity, and 
was called ecasterling money, as all 
the inhabitants of those parts were 
called Easterlings ; and soon after, 
some of these people, skilled in coin- 
ing, were sent for to London, to bring 
the coin to perfection, which was soon 
called sterling, from Easterling. 
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JESUITS IN ENGLAND. 


There is a flourishing and wealthy 
establishment of Jesuits, at Stonyhurst, 
in England, at which place they settled 
when their property was confiscated, 
and they were driven from Liege, in 
France, during the French Revolution. 
This society is said to be wealthy, pos- 
sessing m4 estate to the value of forty 
thousand pounds sterling ; the greater 
part of which has been acquired in a- 

out twenty years. During the time 
Stonyhurst, has been in possession of 
its present owners, an entire change 
has been wrought in the rnp 
character of the neighbourh : a 
majority of its inhabitants were then 
Protestants, but they are now reduced 
to less than one seventh of the whole 
population of the district. They have 
a College with about two hundred stu- 
dents. One of the schclars is men- 
tioned, particularly, on account of the 


peculiar cireumstances attending his 
situation ! He is an Armenian, and of 
the Greek Church ; his board is paid 
by the Pacha of Egypt, who is a Ma- 
homedan ; he is consigned to a Protes- 
tant gentleman of Menshuster; who 
sends him to the Roman Catholick es- 
tablishment of Stonyhursi, to be edu- 
cated. 
Nat. Jour. 


RUSSIAN MISSION IN CHINA. 

The Russian Mission enjoys the ap- 
probation and kindness of the Chinese 
overnment. It is composed of eight 
individuals, with an archimandrite. 
The Monastery of Assumption in pos- 
session of the mission, has been en- 
larged, and a chapel is to be erected. 
It is proposed in future to use the 
Chinese tanguage in the church ser- 
vice. The principles of the Christian 
faith will be translated into that lan- 
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guage, as fifty fables of Aisop have 
already been. , 
There are but three Portuguese Mis- 
sionaries at Pekin. Their congrega- 
tion consists of Chinese Monks. 
Asiatic Courier. 





Abstract of the proceedings of “ the 
Protestant Episcopal Missionary 
Society within and for the Dh- 
ocese of Ohio.” 

The society proceeded to the elec- 
tion of the following gentlemen, as a 
board of managers for the ensuing 

eyear:—The Rev. Roger Searle, the 
ev. John Armstrong, the Rev. Sam- 
uel Johnston, the Rev. Intrepid 

Morse ; Bezaleel Wells, Esq. Colonel 

John Johnston, Henry Brush Esq. 

Arory Buttles, Esq. Mr. William 

Sparrow, Mr. William Little, and Mr. 

A. I. McDowel. 

The managers proceeded to elect, 
from their own number, the officers 
required by the sixth article of the 
constitution ; whereupon the follow- 
ing persons were duly chosen, viz :— 
The Right Rev. Philander Chuse, D.D. 
(ex aficio ) president ; the Rev. Roger 
Searle, vice-president ; the Rev. Sam- 
uel Johnston, treasurer; the Rev. 
Intrepid Morse, corresponding secre- 
tary ; Mr. William Sparrow, record- 
ing secretary. 


ANNUAL REPORT. 


The managers of “the Protestant 
Episcopal Missionary Society within 
and for the Diocese of Ohio,” submit 
the following report of their proceed- 
ings :—— 

Rgmechiy to the solicitations of 
many of the members of the Society, 
the president, and several of the cler- 
gy, by communicating with their 
brethren to the eastward, have en- 
deavoured to prevail on some indi- 
viduals to emigrate to the west, with 
a view of performing missionary ser- 
vices, all of whose exertions have 
been ineffectual; and knowing that 
this disappointment would seriously 
affect the small parishes formed, there 
was no other way than for the clergy, 
as hitherto, to devote a portion of 
their time to the destitute parishes 
ardently anxious for the ministration 
ofthe word and sacraments. This 
has been done as far as practicable ; 
40 
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and although their own immediate 
cures have felt the want of their regular 
services, the Church at large, we trust, 
has been benefitted by their labours. 

It is a subject of sincere regret, that 
no missionaries can be obtained to as- 
sist in preserving our destitute parish- 
es from utter extinction: the 7 
course, however, is to submit with 
patience and resignation, to whiat is 
undoubtedly the sovereign will of 
a righteous Providence. 

The managers respectfully entreat 
the clergy to redouble their exertions 
in behalf of our spiritual Israel ; and 
both clergy and laity we would exhort 
to use unremitted and earnest prayer, 
that the great Head of the Church 
may send forth into this portion of 
his fold, pastors after his own heart, 
who will feed the famishing flocks 
with tbe bread of life, and give them 
to drink of the waters of salvation. 

Owing to sickness, the state of the 
roads, and various other causes, the 
clergy, since we last assembled, have 
not extended their labours beyond 
the bounds of their respective parishes, 
as much as hitherto. In the ensuing 
summer,we hope it may be otherwise. 

By reference to the report made to 
the Bishop, both last fall and at the 
present convention, particularly to 
the former, may be seen the amount 
ef missionary services performed in 
our Diocese. 

The managers desire that the differ- 
ent congregations be respectfully re- 

uested to continue their collections 
in behalf of the society, and that none 
of them be deterred from this duty 
through an apprehension that the 
sums to be realized will fall short of 
their wishes. 

Not less imperious is the duty of 
every Chureh, however limited its 
means, to form within itself an auxil- 
iary to the parent institution. In this 
way only can the society be sustain- 
ed. “ Be merciful after thy power.” 
“ If thou hast much, give plenteously. 
If thou hast little, do thy diligence 
gladly to give of that little ; for so 

atherest thou thyself a good reward 
on the day of necessity.” 

Those delinquent in paying their 
arrearages, are once more reminded of 
the necessity of attention to their du- 


ty. 


GOSPEL ADVOCATE, VoL. v. 
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At the last meeting of the society, 
the treasurer submitted his report, 
which was read and approved : as al- 
so that of his successor at the present 
convention; both of which are now 
published. 

The managers take this opportunity 
to acknowledge, with gratitude, the 
kindness of Mrs. L. McDonough, of 
Middletown, Connecticut, in a dona- 
tion to this society of land, through 
the medium of the Foreign and Do- 
mestick Missionary Society. They 
also feel gratified in saline to the 
praise of the memory of the late Hon. 
P. S. Yan Rensselaer, of Albany, 
New-York, the liberality he manifest- 
ed in addition to his assistance when 
collections were made in behalf of 
the society in Albany, that of his lib- 
eral donation of fifty Bibles to the 
institution, 

While we mourn the scarcity of 
clergymen, let us devoutly supplicate 
the great Head of the Church, that 
the seminary for the education of pi- 
ous youth for tue Gospel ministry, 
which his gracious pty 2 has 
enabled us to establish, may, in due 
time, furnish many heralds of the 
Gospel of peace, who shall be success- 
ful in winning souls to Christ. 

Puitaxper Cuase, President. 
Attested, William Sparrow, Secretary. 





OBITUARY OF MRS, S. M. USHER. 

Died, in Bristol, (R. 1) on Friday, 
the 29th of July, after a lingering and 
distressing sickness, through the sever- 
est sufferings of which, she manifest- 
ed the most exemplary patience, Su- 
saN Maria Usnen, eldest surviving 
daughter of the Right Rev. Alexander 
V. Griswold, Bishop of the Eastern 
Diocese, and wife of Capt. George T. 
Usher. 

From childhood, she enjoyed the 
advantages of many very striking ex- 
amples of suffering affliction —s 
to the will of God, and was herself 
early schooled with severe lessons, by 
the loss, one after another, of several 
interesting and dear sisters, and a be- 
loved brother, hurried rapidly from the 
world, by the same disease of which 
she at length became the patient vic- 
tim. It was not, however, until some- 
time after her young heart had been 
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touched by the hand of early sorrow 
that it beca:ne permanently im pressed 
with a deep sense of religion. With 
many other of her youthful compan- 
ions, over whose hearts the influence 
of more serious piety about the same 
time began to be felt, she came for- 
ward in the Autumn of 1812, to the 
reception of the more solemn ordinan- 
ces of religion. Ather confirmation, 
and at first receiving the Holy Com- 
munion, her demeanour manifested 
such deep sorrow for sin, such unaf- 
fected humility on account of it, and 
such a devout sense of the mercy of _ 
Christ, in the Gospel of his grace, as 
gave all her friends the liveliest con- 
tidence, that her future life would in- 
dee “ be led according to that begin- 
ning.” 

Ever afterwards was she ready to 
every good work ; co-operating with 
patient and unwearied zeal in the pi- 
ous labours of several charitable insti- 
tutions, waiting humbly and constant- 
ly on the various means of grace, and 
exhibiting in domestick life, and in her 
social relations, the meekness and 
simplicity of the purest and Jovéliest 
form of Christianity. 

After marriage, her own family es- 
tablishment suffered so many interrup- 
tions on account of the absence of her 
husband at sea, that she generally pre- 
sided in her father’s family, and con- 
tributed by her wise arrangements, 
and highly intellectual seciety, to in- 
crease the zest, and to heighten the 
charms of his free and generous hos- 
pitality. Here she lived, oceupying 
the place of a tender mother to a be- 
reaved household, and shedding the 
light of a precious example, over a 
wide circle of friends, and enjoying a 
very tolerable share of health, until 
sometime last winter, when a severe 
influenza seizing upon lungs naturally 
weak, and for a while previous, irritat- 
ed by a remarkable hoarseness, she 
was soon obliged to confine herself te 
her room ; and it became but too evi- 
dent that she, also, was marked as the 
victim of that incurable decline, which 
had hurried so im ny of her family out 
of the world. 

She could not have been insensible 
to the danger of her situation. And 
though she seldom spoke of it, she ev- 
idently devoted many of her thoughts 
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to an humble and more entire prepa- 
ration for her approaching change. 
As the ravages of disease became 
more alarming, she sometimes, in calm 
and pensive accents, spoke of her 
hastening departure. But never, even 
during the periods of her worst and 
‘cast supportable sufferings, never was 
heard to complain. On the centrary, 
she evidently regarded her severe af- 
fliction, as wholesome medicine to her 
sinful spirit, and os affording the sur- 
est and most affecting evidence of the 
compassionate tendervess of that Sa- 
viour, in whom was all her trust. The 
hopes of the Gospel shone like a clear 
and peaceful light into her sick cham- 
ber, and cheered to the last her reno- 
vated spirit. 

Whilst wasting thus slowly away, 
endeavouring to calm and soothe the 
agitations of an heart bound by many 
ties to the earth, she experienced a 
striking instance of ths providential 
eare of her heaven!y Father, in the 
rare return of her husband, who 
was bound from Cuba on an Euro- 
pean voyage, and was compelled by 
stress of weather to put into Newport 
for repairs. She enjoyed the alan. 
choly satisfaction of bidding him a last 
farewell, and commending to his care, 
and the mercy of God, their only 
daughter. But to the very last, it cost 
her a severe struggle, to be deprived 
of the satisfaction of taking a final 
leave of her dear and much honoured 
father, whose Episcopal duties detain- 
ed him, at this afflicting period, at a 
distance from his family. 

In reflecting on so calm and holy a 
scene, and estimating the value of 
those causes which sustained the prin- 
cipal sufferer, we are little in danger 
of auiaing too highly the happy effects 
of a pious education, and an elevated 
Christian example. But as far as these 
merely served to instruct her how to 
suffer, they would have been of very 
little use to her. In-convincing her 
of the reality of that piety of which 
they were the results, and as far as 
they served to lead her heart to its 
high and holy experience and exer- 
cise, they were indeed inestimable. 
Admired models, and rich lessons of 
piety no farther benefitted her, than 
they served to deepen her own reli- 
gious exercises. ‘he atmosphere of 
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devotion around ker, gave not life, 
but only heavenly sustenance and vi- 
gour to herown. It was not another's 
prayers to heaven, and the calm state 
of another’s resignation, which sus- 
tained her. Had she not herself lived 
very near the Saviour who supported 
her, and received visits from the Holy 
Spirit who comforted her, she would 
have found a dwelling where prayer 
was wont to be made, no more than 
any other place, the louse of God, and 
the gate of heaven to her own soul. 

And thus, too, I would heve the 
readers of this tribute of affectionate 
regard for a departed Christian, serious- 
ly reflect, that their glowing admiration 
of her conspicuous virtues, or even a 
passing wish to die as she did, joyful 
through hope, and rooted in charity ; 
will never meet their need in the hour 
of death, or serve their purpose in the 
day of judgement. To be like her, 
will indeed be, in a great measure, 
preparation for death. But in order 
to be like her, yours must be that deep 
sense of religion, which will lead to its 
holy practices, in the midst of tempta- 
tion ; thatlove of religion, which will 
make its services delightful ; and that 
heartfelt experience of religion, whose 
influence amounts “to a death unto 
sin, and a new life unto righteous- 
ness. May such piety increase and 
abound ; and to the hearts of the ma- 
ny sufferers, whose lives are waning 
under the power of incurable disease, 
may it bring those hopes and consola- 
tions, which defy the terrors of death ' 

AC N. 








BAPTISM OF A JEW. 

On the 22d of June, says the Expos- 
itor, Mr. Michael Solomon Alexander, 
late officiating reader in the Jewish 
Synagogue of the town of Plymouth, 
was baptized in the presence of more 
than 1000 people, in the parish church 
of St. Andrew, by the Rev. John 
Hatchard, the vicar. 

The prayers of the Church were 
read by the Rev. Robert Lampen, M. 
A. minister of St. Andrew’s chapel, 
when, after the second lesson, he most 
appropriately selected the benedictus, 
‘“ Blessed be the Lord God of Israel ; 
fot he hath visited and redeemed his 
people,” &c. At the close of the 
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usual service, a sermon upon the occa- 
sion was preached by the Rev. John 
Hatchard, from Hosea iii. v. 4,5 ; im- 
mediately after which, the rite of bap- 
tism was performed before the whale 
congregation, and in the presence of 
the Rey. B. B. Golding, M. A. curate 
of Stone-house, captain Thickness, R. 
N. and Mrs. Hatchard, who appeared 
as sponsors. 

The individual whose case has ex- 
cited so deep an interest in the minds 
of the Christian publick in Plymouth 
and its vicinity, has, for nearly five 
years been inquiring into the truth of 
Christianity. His attention having 
been directed by one of his own na- 
tion to the New Testament Scrip- 
tures, of the existence of which he had 
been wholly ignorant until about five 
years since, his convictions, from that 
period to the present, have been gain- 
ing strength, though not without ma- 
ny and great struggles, which, at 
times, seemed almost to overcome 
him ; but the Lord, in great mercy, 
was pleased to lead him, step by step, 
to view the truth and suitableness of 
the Gospel-plan of salvation through 
that Redeemer who died that we might 
live. It may be proper to remark, 
that so great was the conflict in bis 
mind, so strenuous the exertions of his 
friends, to keep him from making an 
open avowal of his Christian faith, 
and sotrying the thought of giving up 
all his worldly prospects, that in a sea- 
son of darkness, unbelief, and tempta- 
tion, he was induced, some months 
since, to apply by letter, to the mem- 
bers of the oun synagogue, to rein- 
state him in his office as _ reader 
amongst them: of this, however, 
he was soon led to view the sin 
and the folly, and with sorrow and 
bitterness of spirit he now looks back 
upon that transaction as manifesting a 
distrust of that God, whe had in so 
many ways evinced his loving kind- 
ness towards him. Like Cranmer of 
old, his faith failed him, though but 
for a short season, and from that time, 
through opposition, reproach, calum- 
ny, and the loss of all things, it has 
m Abra the spirit of the Lord to show 
to him more perfectly the things which 
relate to the Linodem of heaven. 

The important measure of making 
a publick avowal of his faith in the 
Christian religion, by baptism, was 
neither hastily entered upon by him- 
self, nor pressed by his friends ; fora 
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long time the matter had been consid- 
ered, and, we trust, fervently prayed 
over by each party ; and now that it 
has been accomplished, we would de- 
voutly hope that the same grace which 
has brought him hitherto, will conduct 
him safely through the trials and temp- 
tations of life, and finally lead him to 
the kingdom of heaven, with Abra- 
ham, Isaac, and Jacob; with prophets, 
apostles, and martyrs, and the general 
assembly of the Church of the first- 
born, to ascribe glory and honour, to 
Him who hath washed him from his 
sins, and redeemed him by his pre- 
cious blood. Amen. 





CHURH IN MIDDLEBURY (vT.) 


The Parish of St. Stephen’s Church, 
Middlebury Vt. have proposed to erect 
a new and commodious house of 
worship, suited to the wants of that 
flourishing place. The Episcopalians 
of Middlebury deserve well for this new 
evidence of attachment to, and zeal for, 
the honour of their Church. We are 
informed that a single individual has 
subscribed for this object, $1000, and 
that others have subscribed liberally. 
Such instances of christian beneficence 
should be made known for the imita- 
tion of others. Besides the Subscrip- 
tions in Middlebury the following 
sums have been received from abroad : 


Collections in Rhode Island $67,00 


“6 in Troy, New York 72,00 
ae in Baltimore, Md. 66,00 
“ in Philadelphia, Pa. 163,00 


és in the City of N. York 222.00 


$590,00 





ORDINATIONS. 

At an ordination held in Trinity 
Church, New York, by ‘the Right 
Rev. re Hobart, on Friday the 
2ist of October, Mr. Joseph R. Youngs 
was admitted to the Holy Order of 
Deacons ; and the Rev. Augustus L. 
Converse, the Rev. Palmer Tees, the 
Rev. William C. Mead, the Rev. 
Richard Salmon, and the Rev. Or- 
samus H. Smith were admitted to 
the Holy Order of Priests. 

The Right Rev. Dr. White, Bishop 
of the Diocese of Pennsylvania, at 
an ordination in St. Andrew's Church, 
Philadelphia, on Sunday, the 30th of 
October, admitted Mr. Greensbury W. 
Ridgley to the Order of Deacons. 
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